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Visuals as Context  
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From Court’s Subsequent Opinion 
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Visuals as Argument 
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Visuals as Argument 
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Images of Documents 
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Charts or Graphs to Simplify Complex Relationships 
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Maps 
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Timelines 
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Charts to Illustrate Legal Reasoning 
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Typography Advice from Seventh Circuit  

 Recommends proportionally-spaced, serif fonts, explaining that 
“long passages of serif type fonts are easier to read and 
comprehend than long passages of san-serif type.”  See 
http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov/forms/Handbook.pdf 
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Typography Advice from Seventh Circuit  

 Use italics, not underlining, for case names and 
emphasis. Avoid boldface and ALLCAPS. 

 Avoid: Times New Roman.  
 Consider instead: Baskerville, Book Antiqua, Calisto, 

Century, Century Schoolbook, or Bookman Old 
Style. 
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Advice from Council of Appellate Lawyers  

 

 1.2X line spacing with extra space before headings and between 
paragraphs 

 1.5” margins on all sides 
 Left alignment of text 
 Proportionally-spaced fonts, with 12 or 13 point 
 Footnotes in same font and font size as body text 
 Allow headings in different and larger font than body text 
 Use italics or boldface, not underlining, for case names and 

emphasis. Avoid ALLCAPS. 
 Discourage use of title case (and all initial capitals) in headings. 
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Readability on Screen 



© 2017 Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Readability on Screen 
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Thank you! 


