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Briefing with Just Words

Dred Scott complaint Trial brief in Scopes 
Monkey case

Tennessee Supreme Court 
brief in Scopes Monkey case

Every law journal article 
ever…
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SCOTUS Visuals in the Pre-digital Age

Appleby v. City of NY (1926) Carnival Cruise Lines, Inc. v. Schute (1991)
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VideoPodcasts

Interactive data 
& charts

Photos
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Whirlpool v. Camacho 
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How to Use Visuals Effectively
 Craft with care and consider different alternatives
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How to Use Visuals Effectively (con’t)
 Frame the significance of the visual in the preceding text
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How to Use Visuals Effectively (con’t)
 Visuals should simplify your argument

 Embed the visual in the text of your brief, not the appendix

 Use color to break up long, monotonous blocks of black and white text

 Remember that you are still addressing an appellate court, not a jury
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Overview of Visual Categories

 Photos, images, 
and animations
 Maps
 Timelines
 Graphs and charts 
 Tables

 Flowcharts
 Diagrams to show 

relationships
 Images of 

documentary evidence
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Photos, Images, Animations and Other Recreations

Photographs, images, and animations can… 

 Help orient the reader to the matter in issue

 Visualize an accident scene

 Make a key comparison

 Assist with understanding the factual narrative in a more memorable or powerful 
way
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Photos and Images: Products
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Photos and Images: IP Cases
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Photos and Images: IP cases
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Photos and Images: Accident Scene
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Photos and Images: Enhancing Factual Narratives
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Photos and Images: Scoring Rhetorical Points
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Maps

Boundary disputes 

Title disputes

Oil & gas disputes

Maps can be used to convey spatial or locational points.
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Maps

Challenges to the drawing 
of political districts 

Dispute over whether a lease 
agreement was maritime in nature
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Timelines

Timelines can be 
a helpful visual 
device to explain 
complex 
chronology of 
events.
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Timelines
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Graphs and Charts
Graphs and charts can…

 Organize information

 Show patterns and relationships 
between variables of space and time
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Graphs and Charts: Damages Cases
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Tables
Tables can be effective and flexible tools for appellate advocates in a wide variety of 
contexts.

For example, they can be used to summarize or contrast the relevant caselaw…



© 2020 Haynes and Boone, LLP

Tables
To guide an appellate court in a 
complex case…
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Tables
To make substantive arguments…



© 2020 Haynes and Boone, LLP

Tables

To present large amounts of data 
by category…



© 2020 Haynes and Boone, LLP

Flowcharts

Flowcharts can be effective to 
illustrate a complicated 
procedural history… 



© 2020 Haynes and Boone, LLP

Flowcharts
To explain the workings of a complicated statute or regulation…
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Flowcharts

To provide a decision tree to help 
a court work through your 
arguments…



© 2020 Haynes and Boone, LLP

Diagrams Explaining the Parties’ Relationship
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Images of Documentary Evidence

Advocates regularly embed images of…

 Emails, Contracts, Plats, Accident 
Reports, etc.…
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Images of Documentary Evidence
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What Does the Future Hold?

 Embedded video and audio

 Animations

 GIFS

 360-degree panoramas (of accident scenes, etc.)

 PowerPoint decks that would allow the viewer to scroll through a slideshow 
composed of images, graphics, or other information

 Rollover/hover states, which would display new information over the existing text or 
graphic when the cursor hovers over it

 E-Pub format
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Cautionary Considerations

 Emotional appeals > logic 
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Cautionary Considerations
 Will visuals alter the traditional allocation of decision-making power between juries and trial 

courts and between trial and appellate courts? 
– See Scott v. Harris, 550 U.S. 372 (2007) (“The videotape quite clearly contradicts the 

version of the story told by respondent and adopted by the Court of Appeals.”)
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