
FUND FINANCE

ADVISORY

WINNER
Haynes Boone

FINALISTS
Addleshaw Goddard
Avardi Partners
Cadwalader, Wickersham & 
Taft
Debevoise & Plimpton
Haynes Boone
Validus Risk Management

In this hugely competitive category, 
the judges were most impressed 
with Haynes Boone’s work in 
supporting fund finance transactions 
on an international level.

The team’s leader, Emma Russell 
heads up the firm’s international 
London fund fiance practice, which 
consists of an all-female team. 
Having only established the practice 
in 2017, Russell has propelled Haynes 
Boone’s offering in the space to one 
of the most well-known and well-

respected teams in the world.
In just five years, the team has 

been successful in being accepted 
on several global European bank 
panels and has acted on some of 
the largest deals in the market. 
Furthermore, Russell and her team 
have actively contributed to the 
wider fund finance ecosystem with 
its thought leadership for Women 
in Fund Finance, FFA Next 
Generation and the Fund Finance 
Association (FFA).

FUND FINANCE

PROVIDER

WINNER
Investec

FINALISTS
17Capital
Investec
MUFG Investor Services
OakNorth Bank
Raiffeisen Bank International
RBS International

The judges praised Investec for their 
nimbleness and agility. With lockdowns 
continuing to disrupt business 
operations throughout 2021, the 
judges recognised Investec’s 
continued efforts to support clients.

Investec sets itself apart from its 
peers by providing a mid-market-
focused full-service offering for 
private equity. This allows the lender to 
offer tailored solutions for the fund, 
the management team and the 
portfolio businesses throughout 
every stage of their lifecycle.

Investec’s private equity offering 

includes fund solutions, growth and 
leveraged finance, advisory services, 
treasury and risk solutions, private 
banking and wealth management. 
Clients benefit from smart lending 
principles while tapping into the 
extensive experience and expertise of 
Investec’s global team, focused on 
every aspect of the fund lifecycle. 
The lender’s deep sector expertise, 
insight and entrepreneurial approach 
enable it to provide innovative and 
tailored solutions to clients.

Investec’s fund finance offering for 
both primary and secondary funds 

includes subscription financing; GP 
co-investment financing; NAV 
financing (concentrated and diverse); 
and hedging solutions provided across 
various asset classes including; private 
equity, private credit, infrastructure, 
real estate and natural resources.

“Our success in raising institutional 
capital allows us to scale and support 
our clients in a unique way - the speed, 
flexibility and product set our clients 
have always expected from us, and 
now the ability to grow all the way 
with them no matter how big their 
ambitions,” says the team.

IT PROVIDER

CYBER SECURITY

WINNER
Drawbridge

FINALISTS
Abacus Group
Drawbridge
Elteni
RFA
Thrive

The latest enhancement of 
Drawbridge’s private equity module 
was a game changer for this year’s 
winner and considered extremely 
valuable.

The PCR module was enhanced to 
enable GPs to monitor the complete 
cyber risk profiles of their portfolio 
companies in real-time. “It empowers 
GPs to identify threats and minimise 
the possibility of cyber incidents that 
could inhibit their portfolio companies 
growth - and damage the PE firm’s 
reputation,” says Drawbridge’s 
founder and CEO Jason Elmer.

The judges emphasised that this 
demonstrated the way in which 
Drawbridge has constantly kept its 
clients front of mind with any 
upgrades, especially throughout 2021, 
when more frequent reporting and 
adjustments were especially necessary.

“Escalating geopolitical risks and 
increasing ransomware attacks 

against PE firms and their portfolio 
companies have made it clear it’s 
more critical than ever that PE firms 
bolster their cyber defences and 
understand their comprehensive risk 
exposure in real-time,” he adds.

This was certainly echoed by a 
supporting testimonial from one of 
Drawbridge’s West Coast clients 
which stated the firm had provided 
their business with “the ability to see 
all of our portfolio company risk in a 
single pane of glass.”

Despite the uncertainty of 2021, 
Drawbridge opened its headquarters 
in London, further strengthened its 
EMEA presence, as well as a new 
office in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 
With a 166% annual increase in its 
client base and 100% client retention, 
it’s no surprise that real-time 
monitoring set Drawbridge ahead of 
the competition for this year’s IT 
Provider: Cyber Security award.
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