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The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (?Ã�Â£CMS?Ã�Â¥) issued a FAQ and quick

reference guide outlining the process for a health plan to obtain a health plan identifier (?Ã�Â£HPID?

Ã�Â¥). Among its guidance, CMS explains that for fully-insured plans, the insurer is treated as

offering a controlling health plan (?Ã�Â£CHP?Ã�Â¥) and thus must obtain the HPID. The individual

employer plans are sub health plans (?Ã�Â£SHPs?Ã�Â¥) to the fully-insured CHPs. The SHPs may

obtain HPIDs, but are not required to. The CMS FAQ can be found here. The CMS quick reference

guide can be found here.
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https://questions.cms.gov/faq.php?id=5005&faqId=10716
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/HIPAA-Administrative-Simplification/Affordable-Care-Act/Downloads/HPIDQuickGuideSeptember2014.pdf

