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On November 18, 2015, the U.S. Department of Labor (?Ã�Â£DOL?Ã�Â¥) published proposed

amendments to the claims procedure regulations under ERISA with respect to claims for disability

benefits. Generally, these amendments have the effect of extending to disability benefit claims

several of the procedural protections that were added by the Affordable Care Act for health benefit

claims, particularly regarding internal claims and appeals under group health plans (e.g., providing

expanded benefit denial notices written in a culturally and linguistically appropriate manner). If the

proposed regulations are adopted as final, administrators of plans providing disability benefits

would be required to implement these enhanced claims and appeals procedures. The proposed

regulations are available here.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/11/18/2015-29295/claims-procedure-for-plans-providing-disability-benefits

