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In December 2017, two federal district courts granted nationwide preliminary injunctions from

enforcement of the interim final rules providing for religious and moral exemptions from the

contraceptive coverage mandate under the ACA issued in October 2017 by the U.S. Departments

of Health and Human Services, Labor, and the Treasury (collectively, the ?Ã�Â£Departments?Ã�Â¥).

Please see our earlier discussion of these exemptions. Both federal courts held that the

Departments impermissibly bypassed the notice and comment rulemaking requirements of the

Administrative Procedures Act and that the plaintiffs, consisting of six states, sufficiently

demonstrated they would be harmed without an injunction. The timing of these injunctions is a

cause for concern for any plan sponsors who have already acted in reliance on the interim final

rules. The U.S. Department of Justice has indicated it disagrees with these rulings and may appeal.

View Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Trump. View State of California v. Health and Human

Services.
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