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Debbie J. McComas is a litigator and appellate lawyer with more than 30 years of experience in patent
appeals, commercial disputes, lender liability, real estate, trade secrets, foreign sovereignty, oil and gas
and other complex matters.

Debbie chairs Haynes Boone’s Federal Circuit Practice group and is particularly active in patent appeals
where she is consistently ranked within the top 5 most successful practitioners in that court. Most
recently, Debbie was ranked first in overall performance in the United States Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit in Patexia’s CAFC Intelligence Report, a ranking that results from a long, successful
career of patent litigation experience. Debbie's expertise in the patent litigation and appellate arena is
widely recognized and sits on the Berkley Law Center Advisory Board.

Debbie’s patent litigation and appellate work is supported by nearly three decades of broader litigation
and appellate experience across the nation. Debbie has argued before the Texas Supreme Court,
petitioned the United States Supreme Court, and defended foreign sovereigns from multiple continents.
She has also defended national financial institutions in adversary proceedings involving billions of dollars
and managed countless contract disputes.

Whether before a federal district court in the Southern District of New York or West Texas, Debbie
represents clients facing uncommon litigation and appellate problems.

A consummate advocate, Debbie is also dedicated to her community. She is proud to serve as co-chair of
Haynes Boone’s Community Engagement Committee. She is honored to have received the Light of
Justice Award from the Texas Defender Service for her pro bono achievements in the death penalty
arena. And she serves on the steering committee for the Women of Tocqueville Society of the United Way
of Metropolitan Dallas, where she recently received the Give Award.

SELECTED CLIENT REPRESENTATIONS

» Represented Acufloor, a flooring contractor, in a patent-infringement lawsuit against two infringing
competitors. Following an unfavorable order in the district court, we appealed to the Federal
Circuit, which sided with Acufloor and remanded to the district court for further proceedings. This
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ruling confirms Acufloor’s infringement position regarding at least one of the patents asserted, and
Acufloor intends to continue to enforce its patent rights on remand.

» Obtained reversal of a PTAB Final Written Decision of patentability, securing a remand to allow the
petitioner to challenge the patent claims on obviousness grounds.

» Representation of oil and gas company in patent infringement jury trial in the Northern District of

Texas.
» Representation of property developer in contract dispute involving claimed damages in excess of
$100 million.

« Representation of lender in $2.5 billion lender liability lawsuit stemming from the bankruptcy of
Adelphia Communications Corporation and its subsidiaries.

» Representation of global chemical manufacturer in various disputes involving supply agreements.

» Successfully argued case of first impression regarding shareholder derivative actions to the Texas
Supreme Court.

» Successfully argued for and obtained affirmance of dozens of PTAB Final Written Decisions finding
patent claims unpatentable.

» Representation of gas well operator and owner in arbitration seeking damages from service
company that damaged well during cement operations.

» Representation of oil and gas operator’s interests in lawsuit over joint operating agreement.

« Representation of lenders in various lawsuits involving oil and gas interests.

» Representation of real estate interests in property disputes.

» Representation of foreign corporations in trade secrets disputes.

» Representation of creditors in judgment enforcement proceedings, including enforcement of a more
than $100 million judgment against an Indonesian corporation.

» Representation of Cayman Islands bank in West Texas lender liability lawsuit, successfully
affirming dismissal for lack of personal jurisdiction.

» Secured multiple victories in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit on behalf of global
patent organization that works to improve patent quality and prevent invalid technology patent
claims.

» Representing food company on matter concerning appeal by competitor challenging a decision by
the Eastern District of Arkansas invalidating competitor’s patents as indefinite.

» Secured favorable outcome for online interactive media entity regarding appeal to restore claims
providing personalized content to users are invalid as obvious.

» Representing multinational technology companies in landmark mandamus action challenging the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s (USPTO) newly issued criteria for instituting IPR proceedings.

» Secured favorable outcome for global tech giant regarding competitor's appeal against a decision
by the PTAB invalidating competitor’s patent claims as obvious.

« First chair lender liability lawsuit involving a total of about $10 million in potential damages; case
settled on favorable terms for client following a summary jury trial, which is a unique dispute
resolution process under Texas law that provides for a non-binding jury determination. Jury
responses were equally favorable to client.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND ENGAGEMENTS

e Member, ChlPs

» United Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Women of Tocqueville Steering Committee

» Federal Circuit Bar Association (2008-present), Model Patent Jury Charge Sub-Committee Member
(2008-2009)

e Co-Chair, Dallas Bar Association Judiciary Committee (2006)
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

» Recognized in Patexia's CAFC Intelligence Report as first in overall performance and in appellant
performance, placing in the top 10 in overall activity, 2025

» Recognized in Patexia's CAFC Intelligence Report as third in overall performance, 2024

» Recognized in Patexia's CAFC Intelligence Report as Top 5 most active representing appellees,
2023

» Recognized in Patexia's CAFC Intelligence Report as the 4th most active representing appellees,
2022

» Recognized in Patexia's CAFC Intelligence Report as the eight most active attorney representing
appellees and eleventh most active overall, 2021

» Recognized as a "Legal Lion" by Law360 for a defense victory in an intellectual property trial in the
Eastern District of Texas, 2019

» Selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America, Woodward/White, Inc., for Appellate
Practice, 2020-2027, Commercial Litigation, 2022-2027, Litigation- Intellectual Property, 2023-2027

» Honored with the Texas Defender Service Light of Justice Award, 2014

PUBLICATIONS AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

» "Patent Drafting Clarity Hinges on One Word," featured, Bloomberg Law, June 23, 2026.
» "Western Digital Joins Tech Chorus Challenging_the Patent Office," Bloomberg Law, September 18,
2025.

« "Haynes Boone Power Team Keeps Winning At Fed. Circ.," featured, Law360, July 29, 2025.

QUALIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

e J.D., Tulane University, 1995, cum laude; Managing Editor, Tulane Maritime Law Journal; Associate Justice,
Tulane Moot Court Board
« B.A., Austin College, 1990, with honors

LANGUAGES
e French

ADMISSIONS

o Texas

COURT ADMISSIONS

United States Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit

. District Court for the Northern District of Texas

. District Court for the Southern District of Texas

. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas

. District Court for the Western District of Texas

. District Court for the Southern District of New York
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What appellate matters do you handle?

| handle appellate matters across a broad range of subjects, with particular activity in patent appeals. |
have argued before the Texas Supreme Court, petitioned the United States Supreme Court and handled
matters in the Federal Circuit.

What patent appellate experience do you have?

| was admitted to the Federal Circuit in 1998 and have been active in patent litigation and appeals
throughout my career. My profile notes that | am ranked third in overall performance in the Federal Circuit
in Patexia’s CAFC Intelligence Report.

What other litigation experience do you bring to clients?

My broader litigation experience includes oil and gas, jurisdictional disputes, lender liability, real estate,
trade secrets, foreign sovereignty, patent infringement and contract disputes. | have also defended
national financial institutions in adversary proceedings involving billions of dollars.

Do you speak on Federal Circuit issues?

Yes. | am active in the Federal Circuit Bar Association and speak frequently on the status of the court. |
sit on the Berkley Patent Law Center Advisory Board where | am frequently invited to speak on cutting
edge patent issues.

How are you involved in community and pro bono work?

| co-chair Haynes Boone’s Community Engagement Committee. | have also received the Light of Justice
Award from the Texas Defender Service for pro bono achievements in the death penalty arena and serve
on the steering committee for the Women of Tocqueville Society of the United Way of Metropolitan Dallas.
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